ANIMAL TRESPASS
An owaer inust aot allow an animal to enter private

property without the property owner's permission.
Penalty for Violation: $100

ANIMAL NOISE

An owner must not allow an animal to cause noisc that is
loud cnough and persistent enough to disturb another
person’s quict enjoyment.

Penalty for Vielatioa: $100

DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS &
RECREATION AREAS

An owner must not allow a dog te be o public school
grounds on a day when school is in session, or in 2 public
recreation arca dusing an organized activity, unless the dog
is controlicd by a leash or similar restraining device. This
does not apply if the dog is participating in an activity such
as obedience or agility training if the owner or sponsor of
the activity has permission from the agency controlling the

school or recrcation arca.

Penalty for Violation: $100

OTHER ANIMAL PUBLIC NUE CE LAWS

Female animal in heat — An owner must keep a female
dog or cat inside a building or other secure endosure that
prevents attcaction of other animals.

Unsanitary conditions — An owner must not allow an
animal to cause an unsanitary, dangerous, or offensive
coadition duc to size or number of animals kept in one
location, ot because a fadility is not appropdate for the
animal or propedy maintained.

Peanalty for Violation: $100

DANGEROQUS ANIMALS

A person may aot possess any wild animal or any animal

tha has been declared to be dangerous unless a waiver is

granted by the Division. .An animal is considered

dangerous if:

¢ It has, without provocation, killed or severely injured
a person;

e [t poses a physical threat to humans because of
specific training ot demonstrated behavior,; or

¢ [is bite is poisonous.

An animal is considered potentally dangerous if it has
bitten a person cither on public or prvate real property, ac
has killed or severely injured a domestic animal when not
on the owned’s property, ot has attacked without
provocation. .Animals declared dangerous or potentially
dangerous by other jurisdictions must be removed from
Moatgomery County unless the Division Director waives
the requirement and imposes restrdctions for the animal 1o
remain in the County.

Animals found to be dangerous must be kept confined in
a secure enclosure to prevent direct contact with humans
or others animals. They must be leashed and muzzled and
under the control of a person at least 18 yeaes old who is
physically able to control the animal any time it is removed
from the owner's propecty. An animal which has been
dedlared 10 be vicious or dangerous by the Director or the
Antmal Matters Heaang Board may have additional
restrictions imposed. ‘

Penalty for Failing to Keep a Dangerous Animal
Confincd: $500-$2500 and/or impoundment of the
animal

PROPER DOG SHELTER AND PROTECTION
FROM THE ELEMENTS . ‘

Chapter 5 of the Montgomery County Code requires that
all animals be provided with proper shelter or protection
from the elements.

The Animal Services Division has established the |
following guidelines for proper shelter for dogs.
Depending on the age, size, general physical conditions of
the animal, and weather conditions; additional protection
may be required.

- Weatherproof - The shelter must be of solid

construction with no cracks or openings other than the
entrance. (Rainproof openings for ventilation are
acceptable in hot weather.) It should be of wood
construction with no metal surfaces inside.

Elevated - The floor must be of solid construction and
should be elevated at least 2 inches off the ground.

Protected Entrance - The cutrance shoubd be pratected
10 prevent wind, rain and snow (com blowing directly on
the animal. ‘This can be accomplished by (1) placisg a
flexibile flap over the door; () constructing a “U” shaped
baffle outside the door; or (¢) placing the front of the dog
house cluse to another building, i.e., house, lam, shed, or

other solid windbeeak.

Bedding - Bedding must be dry. Straw, feaves, sheedded
paper and cedar chips make good bedding matedal. Rugs,
cloth and blankets are not reconmended, as they hold
wetness and will freeze.

Size - The shelter should be lage coough to allow e
antnal 1o stand, tum and lic down comfonably, and small
enough 10 allow the animal to wanm the intedor with its
hody heat. The door(s) shoudd be just bagge enough o
allow the animal 10 enter casily.

Shade - During hot weather the animal should have
access (o a shaded arca at all tdmes throughout the day.

Pcnalty - Fatlure to provide adequate shelterand
protection from the clements is punishable by a minimum
$5001 fine. '

Exceptions to these standurds must be approved by an
Anima Services Officer or the Director of the Animal
Services Division.

SERVICES PROVIDED

INVESTIGATION OF COMP ,

Animal Services Officers respond to and investigate public
nuisance, cruclty, and vi;ious animal complaints. Officers
enforce county and state animal -related aws.

OBEDIENCE TRAINING

Obedience training classes for dogs of all ages are offered
through the Deparntment of Recreation. la addition, “help
sessions” to correct behavior problems are also available.
Call the Depacspidat of Recreation at 240-777-6900 for
additronal information.

ANIMAL MATTERS HEARING BOARD

The Antmal Matters Headng Board is authorized by
county law to hear and abate public auisance, cruclty, and
vicious antial complaints,

“The Board may onder any anioal found 10 be 2 public
nwisance delivered 1o the Aaimal Services Officer unless
an alteante method of abadng the ausance is found., [n
additioa, the Bourd nuay order the awnér of an aninal that
causes personal injury or property damage to pay damages
to the ijured persoa 15 a condition for keeping the animal
up 1o 10 per incident.

Peaalty for Violation of Animal Matters Hearing
Board Ocder: Minimum $500 Fine and/os
Impoundmeat of the Animal(s).

RABIES VACCINATION CLINICS
Rubies clinics aee held pedodically throughout the year.
Pleasc call 240-773-5946 for mformution.

EMERGENCY RESCUE

‘Teained drivers pick up sick and injured steay antmals 24
hours a day.

LOsT AND FOUND
Central files, updated daily, aid in reuniting lost pets with

thetr owners.

Anyoane who loses a pet or finds someonc else's pet

should call the Animal Shedter ismmediarely.

T'o reclaim a lost pet impounded at the Aqimal Shekeer,
the owner mnust pay an impoundment and boacd fee and
show proof of a current rabics vaccination and license. In
addition, the ouner may be subject to fines for noa-
compliance with county and state flaws.

LOW-COST SPAYING/NEUTERING

Area vetednarians pecfoom spaying aad neutering at
reduced rates for county sesidents when surgery is
arranged dhrough the Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Program.

ADOPTIONS

Homeless animals are given a new staet with approved
famdlics. Prospective adoptees may register spedific breed
requests on the “Want Lise™



WILDLIFE RESCUE

Office stati can provide advice on how to prevent or
chiminate the attraction of nuisance wildlife. Some humane
traps may b av.ilable foc captuning wild animals. Foc
information about this service, call the Department of
Natural Resousces at 1-877-463-6497.

Animals that caa be rehabilitated are cared for by trained
volunteers until they can be released back into the wild.

HUMANE EDUCATION

Programs designed for every school grade level and divic
groups are offered by appointment. Tours of the Animal
Shelter are also available.

FOR SERVICES, CONTACT:

MONTGOMERY COUNTY ANIMAL
SERVICES DIVISION

14645 Rothgeb Drive
Rockville, MD
240-T73-5960

OFFICE HOURS
10 am — 5 pm, Monday through Sawrday

ADOPTION HOURS
1 pm -7 pm, Monday.through Friday
12 pm — 5 pm on Saturday

TO LOOKFOR OR RECLAIM A LOST PET

10 am -7 pm, Monday theough Friday
10 am — 5 pm on Saturday

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

s

194359 MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF POLICE
& ANIMAL SERVICES DIVISION

Summary of Animal
Control Laws and
Services Provided

SUMMARY OF COUNTY AND
STATE ANIMAL CONTROL LAWS

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
-\ person is guilty of crucky il he/she:

¢ Dcprives an animal of necessary sustenance—
that is food or watcr;

¢ Tortures, torments, or cruclly beats an animal;
OR

* If that person is the owner or otherwise has
custody ot is in charge of the animal and:

¢ laflicts unnecessary suffering or pain upon
the animal;

¢ Uanecessarily fails to provide the animal
with nutritious feed in a sufficient amount;

* Unnccessarily fails to provide veterinary
care;.

¢ Unnccessarily fails to provide proper drink,
air, space, shclter, or protection from the
weather.

Penalty for Violation: $500 finc. Criminal charges also
may be filed, which carry a penalty of up to a2 $5,000

fine, up “L; years m jait, or both.
ABANDONING DOMESTIC ANIMALS

It is unlawful for the owner/custodian of any domestic
animal 10 keave an animal on a street, public place, ot on

- private property, with the intent (o atundoa it.

Penalty for Violadon: Up w0 $1,000 fine.

IMALS THAT HAVE B N OR
SCRATCHED A HUMAN

Al incidents in which an animal has bitten or scratched
any person must be prompily eeported to the Animal

Services Division for proper investigation and quarantine. .

Doggs or cats that have bitten or scratched must be
quanantined for 10 days. The Division will deteamine
whete the animal is to be quacantined. Quacantine
expensces are the responsibility of the animal’s owner. The

Davasion st be aotificd smmediately of the anumal
hecomes sick or dies duning the quasnting perod.

Wil animuls that bite people should be caprured and
confined, if possible, to pennit biboratary testing for
rabies. Extreme caution should be used in attempting
to confine a bidng animal.

Penalty for Violation of Quarantine Procedures: $500
minimum

VACCINATION & LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS

All dogs and cats 4 moaths of age or older must have a
current rabwes vaccnation and a County license. The aalie:
tag provided by your vetednadan is NOT a County
license—the bicense must be purchased separaiely. Dogs
are required (0 wear the license issucd by the Division.
Penalty foc Violatdon of:

Vaccination Laws: $500

Licensing Laws: $100

ANIMALS AT LARGE

An animal is at lagge if it is outside of the propenty of us
owaier and not keashed or otherwise restrained 1o prevent
unwanted coatact with 2 persoa or another animal. This
Law apphics only to dogs and unaltered cuts.

Peunalty for Violation: $100

ANl EFECATION (“POOPER- R”
Law)

An owner must not allow an animal to damage or defecatc
uu property outside of the owner's property. An animal
may defecate on public property of the common area of
property in which the owner shares an interest if the
owner immediately remaves and disposes of the feces by a
sanitary method approved by the Director of the Animal
Services Division. Feces may be picked up in a plastic bag.
1f dus Liag is placed inside anodher plastic bag, it may be
put out for disposal with normal houschold trash.

Penalty for Violatdon: $100



